"Tt's all in the details."
Truism

VIRGIN ORCHID
Diacrnium bicornutum

A kissing cousin of the Cattleya orchid, this
blushing beauty can be spotted on the marvelouslyi'
unspoiled Virgin Islands of the Caribbean. Its
long pointed throat énd 5 white petals and sepals
form a glistening 6-pointed star. A perfect cake
decoration for the winter bride or for someone

born under the astrological sign of Virgo.

TONGUE scur

Roll a medium to large ball of dough into a 1" (3em) tube. Indent one end
with tip #7. With needle tool, mark line in center of circle. Bend a hooked 22g
wire and insert into tube forming crescent. Pinch bottom left and right to form
flaps and then squeeze bottom of flaps to point. Let dry. Dust flaps golden

yellow and paint semi-circles light brown.
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THROAT Q)

Roll out dough thin, press with 1ily leaf veiner and cut out

For bottom two flaps of tongue, attach two
cuts with smallest cutter in set, left and right.

throat. On pad, thin edges with ball tool. Brush glue on back of o \&&
tongue and insert wire through neck of throat. Let dry.
Dust bottom edges violet. Paint burgundy speckles and lines

as in flower drawing.
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SEPALS & PETALS

Roll out dough moderately thin and press with same veiner.
Cut out sepal with smaller cutter. Insert a damp 28g wire.
On pad, thin edges with ball tool for soft movement. Point
tip with needle tool, cupping edges forward, especially for
top sepal. Make 3. Let dry.

Make 2 petals as above using larger cutter, but do not
cup. ‘Let dry flat.

Dust base and tips violet and for a blush of pink, dust
with red pearl. Paint very tiny violet specks here and there.

ASSEMBLY

Wrap white floral tape to throat wire and attach petals left and right.
Then attach top sepals behind petals in a triangle. Dust tape apple green
near flower.

For willowy stems, wrap varying lengths of 24g wire with white floral tape.
Attach tape to tip of a 20g wire and join prepared wires randomly down stem.

Dust tan and bend at kooky angles.
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